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Notebooks and diaries in 70s and early 80s Catalan experimental fiction, by Mercè
Picornell
This paper explores the presence of diaries, notebooks and other personal writing formulae in
70s and early 80s Catalan experimental fiction. In B. Mesquida’s L’adolescent de sal or Isa
Tròlec’s Bel i Babel, the presence of this kind of sub-text determines the novel’s scheme. In
other cases, such as Sandwitx de fil-en-pua, by B. Miralles, Interrupts, by V. Pujol, or Sota
l’escrivania, by J. Vintró, notebooks are used as an explicit source to represent the very act
of writing. Self-reference, fragmentation and the private nature of diaries favours the trans-
gression of traditional fiction conventions in these novels.
Josep Maria de Sagarra’s Poetics of Travel. For a prehistory of La ruta blava, by Marta
Vallverdú i Borràs
This article intends to explain the reasons why Josep Maria de Sagarra travelled to the
Polinesian Islands during the Spanish Civil War and wrote the travel book La ruta blava,
published after his death in 1964. The text’s goal is to prove that Sagarra’s literary trip was
not only a way of scaping from the war, but also a result of his “poetics of travel”, which sha-
pes itself during the writer’s whole personal trajectory and during his progressive achieving
of a very rich cultural background in the context of interwar exotism.
About diaries, and about a diary, by Enric Cassany
The article highlights some distinctive aspects of memorialistic literature, especially, of per-
sonal diaries by writers. It analyses the different ways of expressing oneself in this genre and
its problems when they come into writing.
Through examples of universal and Catalan literature, the diary is examined as an instrument
to express onself or to show a particular image, and also as a literary alternative, as a new mis-
sion or intellectual self consideration of the writer. An exam on Majorcan writer Guillem
Simó, En aquesta part del món (2005) confirms the general considerations shown and are a
good example of the literary use that approves and propitiates an open and inorganic structu-
re of the diary.
A rediscovered tradition, a damaged culture, by Jordi Marrugat
This article is a denunciation of a kind of behaviour very expanded nowadays among some
Catalan writers and literary critics. They pretend they are the first ones who read attentively
the Catalan literary tradition, forgetting that there is a huge work already done in Catalan lite-
rary history and criticism; and they develop a very similar kind of rhetoric which takes their
articles not to talk about the real situation of Catalan culture, but to invent it.
Identity questioned: Un film (3000 metres), by Víctor Català, by Jordi Castellanos
The paper examines Víctor Català’s second work, a novel which follows the cinematograp-
hic models which had been fed by the newspaper serials of the XIXth century. The novel
inquires into the problem of contemporary man’s identity, made of usurpations and imitations
and, in the end, fake.
